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Comments on accessibility of building

Dear Sir,

We made an overview of current regarding accessibility of buildings for disabled people.

Following standards were overviewed:

e BS 8300:2009, Design of buildings and their approaches to meet the needs of disabled
people — Code of practice, states

Americans Disability Act (ADA)

[SO/FDIS 21542:2011(E): Building construction — Accessibility and usability of the
built environment

BS 8300:2009, Design of buildings and their approaches to meet the needs of disabled
people — Code of practice, states

9.1.3 Floor surfaces

Very shiny finishes should be avoided due to problems with glare and the fact that they are
perceived as being slippery even when they have a slip-resistant surface. Large, repeating

patterns that incorporate bold contrasting colours or simulate steps should not be used for any
floor surface.

NOTE 1 Blind and partially sighted people can be confused by bold patterns used in floor
coverings and might read them as changes in level.

Floor surfaces should offer a level of slip resistance that provides a firm foothold and good

wheel grip under normal conditions of use. Adjacent floor surfaces should have similar levels
of slip resistance.
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The ingress of soil and surface moisture to buildings, or their transfer between adjacent
internal areas, should be reduced to the lowest practicable level, e.g. through the use of
appropriate entrance flooring systems, conforming to BS 7953 (see also 7.1.1). Any matting
should either have its surface level with the adjacent floor finish or, if surface laid, be of a
type that has a rubber backing and chamfered edges. If, in exceptional circumstances other
types of surface laid mats are used, they should be securely fixed to the floor at their edges
and at any joints, to avoid the risk of tripping or slipping.

At wheelchair turning points and other heavily used areas other than at entrances where
entrance flooring systems are in use, carpet should be securely fixed on a firm backing. Carpet
construction, pile height and underlay type should be taken into account when assessing the
suitability for wheelchair users and for people using walking sticks or frames.

Deep pile carpets and coir matting on the surface of the floor or within a mat well should not
be used.

Americans Disability Act (ADA)

“4.5.3 Carpet: If carpet or carpet tile is used on a ground or floor surface, then it shall be
securely attached; have a firm cushion, pad, or backing, or no cushion or pad; and have a level
loop, textured loop, level cut pile, or level cut/uncut pile texture. The maximum pile
thickness shall be % inch (13 mm). Exposed edges of carpet shall be fastened to floor
surfaces and have trim along the entire length of the exposed edge. Carpet edge trim shall
comply with 4.5.2.”

ISO/FDIS 21542:2011(E): Building construction — Accessibility and usability of the
built environment

Any permanent or temporary feature, provided at floor level to limit incoming dirt or water
should be set flush with the remainder of the floor or, if surface laid, should be a regularly
serviced, washed and exchanged flooring type with rubber backing and chamfered edges
which maintain surface adhesiveness and prevent folding or crinkling

Carpets or entrance flooring systems or tactile walking surface indicators can help in locating
reception counters for people who have vision impairment. Such products should be designed
to minimize trip & slip hazards. General design requirements for colour and visual contrast
should be considered (see Clause 35).
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This standards describes in a general manner how to deal with floor coverings as entrance
mattings and doesn’t set specifications nor test methods for certain performances. Only in the
Americans Disability Act the pile height for textile floor coverings is limited to 13 mm.

Yours stucerely,

Dr. Jo Wyneéhdaele
Consultant floor and wall coverings
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